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About EuroDairy 

EuroDairy spans 14 countries, from Ireland to Poland, and from Sweden to Italy, 
encompassing 40% of dairy farmers, 45% of cows and 60% of European milk output. 
EuroDairy is an international network to increase the economic, social and 
environmental sustainability of dairy farming in Europe. EuroDairy fosters the 
development and dissemination of practice-based innovation in dairy farming, 
targeting key sustainability issues: socio economic resilience, resource efficiency, 
animal care, and the integration of milk production with biodiversity objectives. 
EuroDairy is funded by the EU Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
under Grant Agreement No 696364. 
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1.0 Introduction 
The objective of these case studies was to give practical examples of how farmers are 
embracing biodiversity objectives, and incorporating proactive management for 
biodiversity into their farming systems. This enriches the conservation value of the farm, 
as well as delivering on the expectations of consumers and wider society.    
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2.0 Digital case studies on biodiversity 
 

2.1 France 
 

Title: Beneficial interactions between agricultural practices and 
biodiversity 

EuroDairy partner: CNIEL 

Language:  French 

Presenter: Vernierfontaine dairy’s members 

Date: 27 June 2018 

Language: French w/ English subtitles  

Link to recording: French: https://eurodairy.eu/case-studies/interactions-
b%C3%A9n%C3%A9fiques-entre-pratiques-agricoles-et-
biodiversit%C3%A9-beneficial-interactions-between-agricultural-practices-
and-biodiversity/  

Short description: In the EuroDairy project, the BIOTEX tool was used to make 
biodiversity assessments on different farms in Europe. This case 
study illustrates how the Vernierfontaine dairy cooperative worked 
on biodiversity with its producers, using this tool. They raised 
awareness about biodiversity issues, and opened a discussion on 
relevant threats and opportunities within the region. As biodiversity 
is now an important issue for consumers, both farmers and the 
cooperative are now able to provide them with responses, and 
develop adapted practices.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://eurodairy.eu/case-studies/interactions-b%C3%A9n%C3%A9fiques-entre-pratiques-agricoles-et-biodiversit%C3%A9-beneficial-interactions-between-agricultural-practices-and-biodiversity/
https://eurodairy.eu/case-studies/interactions-b%C3%A9n%C3%A9fiques-entre-pratiques-agricoles-et-biodiversit%C3%A9-beneficial-interactions-between-agricultural-practices-and-biodiversity/
https://eurodairy.eu/case-studies/interactions-b%C3%A9n%C3%A9fiques-entre-pratiques-agricoles-et-biodiversit%C3%A9-beneficial-interactions-between-agricultural-practices-and-biodiversity/
https://eurodairy.eu/case-studies/interactions-b%C3%A9n%C3%A9fiques-entre-pratiques-agricoles-et-biodiversit%C3%A9-beneficial-interactions-between-agricultural-practices-and-biodiversity/
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2.2 Slovenia 
 

Title:   Mountain dairy farming in Slovenia 

EuroDairy partner: University of Ljubljana 

Language:  Slovenian (English sub-titles) 

Link to recording: https://eurodairy.eu/resources/the-importance-of-biodiversity-for-dairy-farms-
in-slovenia/ 

Short description: This case study is based on the Pr 'Leskovc family farm, located near Stara 
Oselica, at level 700 m above sea level. The farmed area extends to 60 
hectares: 30 ha forest and 30 ha permanent grassland (10 ha of which are 
rented from other owners). The system is traditional and particular to the 
steep terrain - including specialised machinery, and at times, significant work 
by hand. The farm runs 30 dual-purpose Simmental cows, yielding 7300kg. A 
third of the milk is processed on site into dairy products (semi-hard cheese, 
yoghurt, butter, cottage cheese) and sold directly off the farm, or through a 
local cooperative.  Cows and young stock graze mountain pasture from mid 
of April until end of October. Biodiversity is promoted through:-  

• the use of traditional pasture rich with clover, grasses and herbs 
• maintenance of the forest areas, rich with different wild animals, birds, 

forest fruits, mushrooms, tree species and quality wood 
• growing high-threshold apple, pear and plum trees –  producing juices, 

brandy, dried fruit, jams, and providing shade during the grazing season.  
• maintaining native Carniolan honey bees – producing honey for sale  

The family contribute to the social and cultural fabric of the locality by:- 

• maintaining traditional buildings such as the so called “mountain 
hayrack” – in the past used for drying hay, and now part of the cultural 
heritage of the Slovenian countryside 

• being actively getting involved in national music, songs, dancing and 
other traditional farm habits and customs 

• providing walking routes, and trails for mountain bikers 

 

   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feurodairy.eu%2Fresources%2Fthe-importance-of-biodiversity-for-dairy-farms-in-slovenia%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9cd51d7d9ba74058f48308d6861ba1b4%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C636843850563051338&sdata=z2Y2X9YDFBQBxLmUQddf6DgB30fG9LcXJFa%2FhprC924%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feurodairy.eu%2Fresources%2Fthe-importance-of-biodiversity-for-dairy-farms-in-slovenia%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9cd51d7d9ba74058f48308d6861ba1b4%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C636843850563051338&sdata=z2Y2X9YDFBQBxLmUQddf6DgB30fG9LcXJFa%2FhprC924%3D&reserved=0
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2.3 Northern Ireland  
 

Title:   Combining dairy production with biodiversity in Northern Ireland  

EuroDairy partner: Agrisearch 

Language:  English 

Link to recording: https://eurodairy.eu/resources/eurodairy-biodiversity-video-brian-mccracken/ 

Short description: EuroDairy Pilot farmer, Brian Mc Cracken describes how he integrates a 
highly productive spring calving system on his farm, with consideration for 
biodiversity and the wider environment. The farm has over 17.5 kilometres 
of hedgerow, which provides considerable wildlife habitat. A constructed 
wetland was installed in 2003, which not only takes care of the dirty water 
run-off from the farmyard, but also provides a valuable wildlife feature. Over 
forty bird species have been recorded on the farm, between winter and 
summer visitors.  Further guidance on constructed wetlands can be obtained 
from  https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/131412/constructed-farm-wetlands-
manual.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feurodairy.eu%2Fresources%2Feurodairy-biodiversity-video-brian-mccracken%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9cd51d7d9ba74058f48308d6861ba1b4%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C636843850563041328&sdata=O45bv%2Fw7P02DwFZWBek0%2Fta%2Fug%2FlQnaJp8B%2FzcpgnrA%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sepa.org.uk%2Fmedia%2F131412%2Fconstructed-farm-wetlands-manual.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CRay.Keatinge%40ahdb.org.uk%7Ccebc01a9c6e04beff9e508d68619e10f%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C636843843046558565&sdata=XzZyvsTedKSPpK7zWBuDxuce7aRVb6XqhPBeLNCJlGA%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sepa.org.uk%2Fmedia%2F131412%2Fconstructed-farm-wetlands-manual.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CRay.Keatinge%40ahdb.org.uk%7Ccebc01a9c6e04beff9e508d68619e10f%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C636843843046558565&sdata=XzZyvsTedKSPpK7zWBuDxuce7aRVb6XqhPBeLNCJlGA%3D&reserved=0
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3.0 Exploitation  
All three video case studies can be viewed on the EuroDairy website www.eurodairy.eu .  They 
complement other related outputs from the project (leaflets, workshops reports, farmer exchanges 
etc.) to the subject of biodiversity.  

4.0 Acknowledgements 
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